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Theatre Horror in
Chicago.
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IROQUOIS BURNED.

Matinee Audience in
a Trap.

FUMES KILL SCORES.

The Victims Mostly Women an_d
Children,

FIRE CURTAIN DION'T WORK.

L]
Hundreds Trampled to Death in a

Stampede.

Electrie Spark From a Broken Wire
Started the Blaze—Draught Swept
the Flames Almost Immediately Inte
the Aunditorium—Asbestos Curtain
Came Down Part Way, and Increased
the Draught—Eddie Foy, Star of *'Mr.
Riueheard,” the Plece Being Played,
Tried to Allay the Panio—Then He
Warned the Company, and Got Them
All Out Safely—Afsles and Stairways
Became Choked Quickly—Fire Exits
Not Adequate—Terrible Panie on
the Streets-—Detalls of the Horror.

CHICAGO, Dec. 30.—More than 500 persons,
mostly women and children, perished by
Bre in the Iroquois Theatre this afternoon.
At Mmmm Oh mume
har of the dead at 525. .

The fire began to snuff out the human
livee about 3:35 o'clock, while a matinée
performance of “Mr. Biuebeard” was being
played. Inthe midst of the soothing strains
of the “Moonlight Song," an electrio spark
from a broken wire shot into the flles
and an explosion followed. Then!a panic
ensued.

From that time on until the flumes filled
the place the death crush continued. A
mass of humanity was jammed into the
balcony stairway, surrounded by smoke
and flames. The mass soon settled back
into a death pose, and there they were found
by firemen. Trucks, express wagons and
patrol wagons were all in use carrying
away the bodies.

The asbestos curtain in the theatre would
not work, and the flames swept at once to
the pit and adjoining walls, All the exits
were soon choked by frantic women and
children, and those on the inside, terror-
stricken at the advancing flames and smoke,
were unable to move either way. Late
in the afternoon children were taken from
{he ruins, some burned to a crisp and others
trampled beyond recognition. Women by
the score were found in a tangled and
scorched mass near the stairway.

FIRE CAME IN A MOONLIGHT BCENE.

The theatre was almost in darkness in
the second act. The stage was lighted
only by the soft artificial beams from the

(-.ajclum. which lent beauty to the scene
during the singing of the “Moonlight
A flash of

Song” by the double sextette,
flame shot across through the flimsy draper-
ies, started by a spark.

A show girl screamed hysterically. The
singers stopped short, but with presence of
mind the director increased the volume
of the music. Scores roee in their seats as
the stage manager shouted an order for the
continuation of the song. It was obeyed
with feeble hearts. The girls forced the
words from their throats until two of their
number swooned.

The audience could no longer be con-
trollad. Eddie Foy then rushed from the
wings to the footlights, but his words of
reassurance were in vain. Clouds of
smoke poured from the stage intothe audi-
torium, enveloping the struggling mass

of panic-stricken men, women and children. |

Behind the scenes all was confusion.
It required but a moment to perceive that
the fire had gone too far to be conquered
Ly the amateur fire brigade formed by the
stage hands. In the dressing rooms as
high as the sixth story were the score of
girls of the ballet. At the first alarm the

elevator boy fled from his post, and the |

flames soon shot upward in the wings and
made escape by the narrow stairway
impossible.

The screams from the imprisoned girls
in the upper rows of dressing rooms came
to the ears of the more fortunate below,
48 they rushed to the stage doors. Some
stopped for a brief moment, thinking to
g¥we aid, but the clouds of smoke, growing
denser and denser, forced them to flee.
Their escape even then was miraculous.

CHORUR GIRLS DRAGGED AWAY,
lhose who were singing on the stage
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escaped early.
who had fainted, were carried by the
others and were revived in the alley
in the rear of the theatre. In a terrified
and hysterical group the girls clustered in
the narrow passage that runs from Dearborn
to State street.

Some had sisters and all had friends in
the blazing building. The bitter cold pierced
them through and through, for they were
clad only in their thin stage gowns, with
necks and arms exposed. Nevertheless,
they had to be dragged fromn their station
in the alley and into neighboring stores,

The blackened bodies which chokedthe
aisles and stairways, the lines of policemen
and firemen carrying limp forms fromthe
building, the overtaxed hospitals, the rows
of dead and dying in the surrounding build-
ings, which were'thrown open to thw suf-

ferers, tell briefly the tale. Only a few
of the terrifying incidents will ever be
known,

The first seconds of the rush for life

among those in the audience were quiet,
according to those who live to tell the tale.
Few, if any, in that throng realized what
was to come. They thought only of them-
selves as they pushed and struggled for
every inch as they advanced toward the
exits.
HEADLONG RUSBH FOR SAFETY.

For an instant the stairways leading
from the balcony were a mass of struggling
people, with scores behind constantly
pushing closer and fighting to get out.
Those in the van, unable to keep their
footing, fell headlong.

Those behind fell over their prostrate
forms, crushing and suffocating them. The
scene was then abedlam. Women and chil-
dren were in the majority in the fighting
crowd and their shrieks of fear mingled
with the groans of the injured and the
prayers of supplicants to God.

Women seized their babies in their arms,

frantically clung to them, beseeching
ears that were deaf to entreaty to save
them from the terrible fate impending.
Had those appealed to been so disposed,
they could not have given the assistance
8o piteously besought.
In the last hope, born of desperation, scores
of those in the balcony climbed to the rail-
ing and leaped to the pit of the theatre,
many feet below. Their bodies were
found long afterward, when the smoke
had cleared away and the firemen could
grope their way with lanterns into the
place.

The dense smoke quickly rose to the
top of the building. To a score of those
who had sought to jump from the gallery
the smoke was kind, for it brought death
quickly. Three women were found hang-
ing over the rail, their faces distorted with
agonies of degth.

....wmum

‘From a dozen sources the alarm went to
fire headquarters, but before the vanguard
of engines wheeled into Randolph street a
dense crowd had gathered in front of the
theatre. The firemen were quick to aot,
but hundreds of bodies were already motion
less within the walls of the playhouse so
recently opened.

An awe-stricken crowd stood fixedly as
those who had been nearest the doors
rushed out, their eyes wild with fear. These
yelled fire at the top of their voices, and the

cry was taken up by the crowd and carried |

far into busy State street and the other
avenues of commerce.

None realized at that minute what had
occurred. Each man asked his neighbor
if there had been loss of life or injury. Not
ontil the first blackened and limp body
wagr borne fo th in the arms of a policeman
did the importance of the disaster begin to
dawn on those in the street.

In fifteen minutes nineteen dead hodies
were carried out the Randolph street en-
trance. Then they came so fast that all
count was loat.

Thompson's restaurant was at once thrown
open for temporary use as a hospital. The
long tables offered excellent means of
service, and upon them the bleeding, burned
and moaning were laid.

Within a block are a dozen great huild-
ings occupied almost exclusively by physi-
ciang, and in a remarkably short time a
large number of them came
voluntary service to those in
They saved the lives of scores of women
and children, frenzied with pain,
would have died in the street.

Every hospital in the city hurried ambn-
lances to the scene, and with them every
surgeon who could be spared.
as nothing, though, compared to the need.
Two and three, and in many cases even
more, were
and hurried off to the hospitals,
kindlier attention could be given them
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distress,
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They were . the rear of the stage

Two of their numbor.’
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!and left their blight everywhere.

give |

who |

huddled into the ambulance @

MOST OF THOSE IN THE ORCHESTRA ESCAPED. |
The great majority of those who had

occupied orchestra seats escaped
their lives, though scores were badly hurt
in the rush. Some were knocked down,
and with broken limbs were unable to rise,

They were left to die with a number of
women who fainted from fright. With
these hodies ware found the corpses of those
who had leaped from the balcony and
gallery.

In the exits of the balcony and galleries
the greatest loss of life occurred. When
the firemen went to remove the bodies they
found a hundred or more piled in a mass
in each place. The clothes were torn com-
pletely away from some of the bodies. Here
and there a jewelled hand protruded from
the pile. All the faces were distorted with
pain.

From beneath one mass there suddenly
came the moan of a woman. Trembling
hands plunged their way into the tangle of
human forms, and with a mighty effort
pulled to the surface the woman. The
blackened lips parted, and a fireman hent
over her to catch the words.

“My child, my poor little boy,
he? Oh, do bring him to mne.*

where is

CRMBES A  T
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Again the Up-s paltml

“Is he safe? Tell me Le is safe and
can die." X

“He is safe,” the fireman muttered, and
all knew his reply was best.  Shedied, and
her body was lifted with those of hundreds
of others in that one spot.

The calamity was so overwhelming that
the flremen and the policemen, who were
the first to reach the upper parts of the
house, could not realize its astonishing
extent. They begun by dragging & body
or two from the terrible piles at the head
ol the stairways, as if they did not know
the piles were made of human bodies.

Giradually the full significance of the
catastrophe dawned upon them. All the
lights of the theatre had been extinguished.
The lanterns of the firemen cast only a
dim glow over the piles of dead. From
the bodies arose small curls of steam. The
firemen had drenched the piles hefore
they knew they were made up of human
corpses,

Then the work of taking out the inani-
mate forms began. There were constant
appeals for more help,  The bodies of little
children, torn and bleeding, were tenderly
lifted, each by a firemen or policeman, and
carried to the street below. Two or three
men were needed to bear the heavier bur-
dens,

Every now and then a form faintly breath-
ing was dragged out of the pile. These
were handled with even more tenderness
than the others as they were carried down
the marble stairway of the gilded foyer.
Now and then a faint groan was heard com-
ing from the bottom of the pile. This was
the signal for renewed and frantic efforts
on the part of the rescuers to untangle the
human mass.

In the balcony, scattered about the aisles
and among the charred seats, were found
many bodies. One mother, clasping her
child, was found kneeling as if in prayer,
with her back to the stage, from which
had come the death dealing sheet of flame.
She had protected her child from the flames
but the little one was dead in the arms
of its mother. As the work of rescue
progressed dozens of blankets were brought,
and the bodies were carried down in these,

The scene, immediately after the fire
was got under control and the work of
rescue began, was appalling. All the gilt
and tinsel of the theatre, all the silks and
plushes, all the rich hangings, all the fres-
coes, had been wiped out. The flames
from the stage had swept the entire theatre
The
upholstery on many of the seats was still
intact, though. But for the failure of some
one to act, when action meant life for hun-
dreds, only a few might have perished.
The thin sheet of asbestos that could have
saved all failed.

RELATIVES OF THE VICTIMS AKRIVE.

In a remarkably short time men whose
wives and children had gone to see “Mr.
Bluebeard” reached the scene. It was a
hopeless task to try tofind the|r10\ ed ones,
Through the tiers of dead'and dying in
the buildings all about men and women
searched with frenzied faces. Now and
again a searcher would find one for whom
he looked. When the dead was found the

\ searcher knelt in prayer.

fear and he did not sec the firemen pass
out with unconscious forn.< in their arms.
Before a group of men he sinod for a mo-
ment. Then he asked if any one had been
pjured in the fire.

“My wife and boy were there,”
mured. “Did every one get out?”

Tears came to the eves of the men in the
little group. At that instant flve firemen
staggered down the stairs, each bearing
a huinan form. One of the men pointed
to them, and the husband and father fell
to the floor.

HOBBERY OF THE DEAD

he mur-

Amid such wsad scenes the pick-
pockets were busy.  The police kept watch
as best they could, bhut the ghouls snatched
many purses from the dead and dying and
wrenched rings from the fingers that conld
no longer offer resistance,

Several of these men were caught in their
work. They received at the moment
punistiment all too light for their crime.
Only a few were arrested and taken to the
police station, where they will be held to
await the course of the law.

Eddie Foy, star of the company, his son,
and all the people of the “Bluebeard” comn-
pany got out of the theatre. It is
said that the audience was one of the largest
that has attended a performance of
Bluebeard.” A side entrance on the west
gide of the house, it i8 said, was locked, and
a stampede of those who tried to get out
that way followed. A panel in a window
close by was broken, but only one at a time
could get out that way.

“yven

EDDIE FOY, THE STAR, TELLS HOW IT STAR'T}FD.

I'ddie Foy, star of the company, said after
his escape: “The fire began in the middle
o1 the second act. It was when the moon-
light scene was  on, An electric wire
bro ke and was grounded, and from this the
flarnes were started in the rear of the stage,
The stage is unusually wide, and there was
so greata draught the flames spread rapidly.
They soon had attacked all the scenery in
I never saw flames
spread so quickly

“When the fire first hegan,
footlights, and, to prevent
audience, T said there was
and that it would be better to go out quietly,

I went to the
alarming the

One. men puihad. bis-way inte. she deliry ]
of the theatro. His eyea were hlinded with

“Mr. |

the \'orllm»stern U nl\ ersity Medical Col-
lege, when he heard the cries of alarm in
the theatre and saw the actresses fleeing
through the rear, mustered a relief corps
of the faculty and surgeons in the vicinity,
who were on hand almost at the time when
the climax of the panic wus reached,

“Looking from my windows into (he
valley of death in the ruins of the theatre,
I estimate thut at least 300 people are there
dead,” said Dr. Dyche. “This ix a con-
servative estimate.”

The window of Dr. Dyche's roomn over-
looks and commands the best view of (he
theatre. Hose carts were uickly emptied
and used for taking away victims, Mar-

to be used in caring for the dead und
injured.

More than twenty bodies lay for a long
time in the old Tremont House unidentified,
Twelve persons were carried into Bullard
& Gormully's store, where they died within
ten minutes from the poisonous gases
they had inhaled. Most of those who were
suffocated were in the balcony, where they

the burning plush seats when they caught
fire from the curtain, which fell forward
as it was burned from its fastenings

HEROIC WORK OF STUDENTN
Great loss of life was prevented and many
lives were saved by the heroic rescue work
of the students, faculty, janitors and work-

ing.
top balcony was effectively done
people in the university building. The
balcony was directly opposite the third
floor fire escape platform of the univer-
gity building and on a line with the law
sohool lecture room, Kalsoniners, deco-
rators and painters were at work in this
lecture room, using large planks to make
platforms,

When the people crowded upon the fire-
eacape platform of the theatre the students,
faculty and workmen rushed to the lecture
room and placed the large planks across
the alley upon the two fire escaype platforms,
thus making a strong walk, upon which
hundreds managed to get over. Most of
the people injured, who were in the top
balcony, were taken out by this exit, and
were cared for at the University building.

After the first alarm of fire, and just

gas tanke explode! hurling ‘ragments
through the roof and burning débris all
over the theatre. This is what caused the
rapid spread of the fire, Flames started
in evers quarter of the place and leaped
from the drapery of the boxes to the tiers
of s2ats in the balcony,

Y{ohlsaat's restaurant is immediately in
the rear of the theatre in Dearborn street,
adjoining the halls of the old Tremont
hotel building. Women and children more
or less seriously injured in their frantic
efforts to escape from the plavhouse were
hurried into these buildings by the police
and firemen. The women grew hysterical,

they had become separated in the rush.
Their own injuries were forgotten in their
anxiety for the safety of their kin ‘

Those most seriously injured were laid

w «ﬁ“«ﬁm{ and physicians

at once summoned to aftend (heir hurts.
Shrieks and groans filled the halls of the
building as the sufferers were carried in
and placed on the floor.

Eighteen doctors worked over six tables
v Thompson's restaurant.

was a great heap of dead bodivs,  All the
huildings in the neighborhood were pressed
into gervice, and even then there was not
room for the dead. Scores were laid on the
sidewalk. Covered expresk wagons and
dravs were pressed into service and the
unfortunates were hurried to the morgues,

BISHOP MULDOON A HERO IN

Birhop Muldoon, with a prayer upon his
lips, with hi= coat off,
injured and dying inside of the theatre.

He climbed into the gallery and there
directed the work of rescue. Firemen and
policemen rushed upon him to get him out,

At the top of his voice the Bishop hegged
the people to put their trust in God and (o
calm themselves, His overcoat, coat and

! hat were held by a friend in front oi' the thea-

The sight of the Bishop gave courage
while the Roman Catholies who
were injured received absolution
him upon the scene. It was not until atter
he had been assuted that all the injured had
been tiken out and that there was 1y -
ing person in the place that he cotsented
to be taken out,

Sheriff Barrett, who saw Bishop Maldoon

tre,
to many,

1o

a slight blaze |

Then I stepped back and ordered the ashes- !

tos curtain down. This, when
down, refused to go further,
additional draught was created,  This swept
the flames out into the auditorium and I
knew the theatre was doomed,

“I hurried back on the stage and aided
in getting the women members of the com-
pany into the alley. Some of them were
in the dressing room and were almost over-

part way

come before they could get to the stage |

When I saw all were out
There was no chance

and to the doors.
I hurried to the hotel,

i to change my costume.”

The work of rescuing was begun slowly, |
i departments.
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but as soon as it was once started it
gressed rapidly.
and firemen, many city and county officials,
as well as leading business men, aided.

pro-

son was among the first to help,
out more than half a score of bodies, M. 5.
Davidson of the Underwriters' Association
carried out ten.

James Markbam, private secretury to
Chlef O'Neil, as soon as he learned of the
condition of affairs, telephoned to every
hospital in the city which has an ambu-
lance asking that it be offered in service
in removing the injured and dead, and
alco called upon a acore or more of under-
takers to end their wagons to the reene

NELIEF FROM A MEDICAL COLLEGE

William A. Dyche, business manager of

and thus an

taking off his coat and going into the theatre
Lo |n‘||- the rescue work, followed in his
steps, The firemen and police, aftar the
first rush was over, tried to get the Bishop
to leave, hut he wonld not, Then danger
threatened all from the north wail, which
might drop at any moment, and the police,
Sherift Barvett and  the firemen by
led hinme ot

ACLING MAYOR SAYS SPANE NO EXPRENS)

Acting Mavor MeCann was instracted by
Chairman Mavor of the Council Finanes
Committes as socn as the extent of the hor-
ror was known to direet the Fire Marsha!,
Chief of Police and Commissioner of Publie
Waorks to proceed in the emergency without
any restriction whatever with regard to
expense in caring for the people,

“Do anything needful, spend anyvthing
vou want in this cause and lock to the Coun-
cil for support,” he was told “'l'hn- Finance
Committea will be your authority.

Mr. MeCann hurried to his office, got into
comiunication with the various depart-
ments, invested (he
150 men and seventy

within ten minutes

L wagons, usad on the First Ward strests,

Aside from the policemen |

R o e

County Commissioner William Hale Thomp- | ousness of the

Hecarried |

were at the disposal of the fire and police

Chief of Police O'Neil was in the Council
chamber hearing charges against  Lient.
Mulcahy when he was notified of the sori-
fire., He hurried to the
theatre. Marshal Musham
executive session with the fire trial board
when at 3:33 o'clock the alarm struck.
They listened and when the magnitude
of the fire was understood the board ad-
journed and, led by the Chiel, accusers and
all, the firemen went to fight the flames

TWENTY FALL FROM A FIRE ESCAPI..

Charles B. Taylor, a janitor, was washing
windows in the Univeisity Building. di-

rectly across the areaway hom the theatre ’

ghall Field & Clo. sent hundreds of blankets '

succumbed to the gases which arose from |

men in the Northwestern University build- |
The rescue work of the people in the |
hy the !

platform of the theatre fire exits on the top |

when the excitement was at its height, two

shrieking for their children, from whom |

Ax KOON 88 A |
vietim died, the body was placed on the floor |
to make room for asufferer, and soon there |

THE REFSCUES. |

worked among the !

He was passing the theatre when the panic |
started and rushed into lend a helping hand., |

but he remained among the suffering, while |
! the smoke and flames came close to him.

from |

force

city officials with au- |
thority as regards expense and action, and |

was sitting in |

fire escape. Immediately after the cry of
fire was raised a score or more men, women
and children clambered onto the platforn
of the fire escape, each crushing the other
in the mad fight (o climb to a place of safety.
The terrible crush prevented any from
descending.

While the hearirending appeals for help
rose high above the din inside the theatre,
and while the awful fight for mastery was
being made on the small iron platform,
two huge iron doors, which up to that time
had held the flames inside, burst open and
a wave of fire swept upon the mass of
humanity,

With shrieks, the twenty or more were
swept from (he platform.  One woman
nearest the outside fell headlong to the
pavement, alighting upon her head. In a
moment a pile of human beings was heaped
| upon her. Taylor says he believes all in
i that terrible crush were killed

GIRLS IN TIGHTS ON THE STKEFT

The chorus was compelled to dress i the
cellar. Many of the women were in the
dressing roons when the tire started,  Fxit
from the cellur was cut off by heavily
i barred doors. The men were forced to
break  them open During this  delay
many of the girls received painful burns,
The girls were forced into the street wearing
tights, They tock refuge in the Union
! Hotel and the Sherman House,

1 Viola McDonald, one of the most beau-
tiful chorus girls on the stage, was in tights
when the cry of “fire” rang through the

theatre. She turned to the girl next to
i her and said*
“I'I not go out on the street in these

i tights if T am burned to death.”

She then ran down stairs to a dressing
room to put on her skirt. She got into the
skirt and then heard a crash overhead.
She found her egress barred by fallen and
burning timbers. She was the last person
to leave the stage part of the theatre with-
out injury. She was hauled out through
a coal hole by three brawny firemen.

The last of th» bodies taken into the old
Tremont bullding were removed at 7o'clock
to-night. Firemen are still working by
calcium light, taking the dead from the
balcony. Bodies were found sitting straight
up in the seats, where persons had fainted
from fright and been suffocated by smcke
and gases,

In another part of the halcony, where the
blaze had been blown upward and back,
one little girl was found dead. Her hair
had been burned off and her face badly
scorched by the flames. In her lap lay a
fur muff unharmed by the fire, which
had swept over and around the upper part
of her body. Some of the victims had
fallen back in their seats in utter collapse
and met their fate.

WORK OF IDENTIFICATION DIFFICULT
Only a small number of the dead have
heen identified by relatives, Identification
in most cases has been by clothing. Hun-
dreds of weeping persons cannot find their
missing ones because of the crowds. Inthe
morgues there is a constant stream of horri-
fiad mourners passing in and out, some
! having found their own among the victims,
and others hastening sorrowfully away to
seek elsewhere for loved ones

or relatives be permitted te inspect the

hodies at the morgues for two hours, This
| was done to give the undertakers an oppor-

; tunity to arrange the bodies and so expedite
. their identification. He said to-night that
i he will surnmon a jury of six prominent
men 1o inspect the remains fo-morrow
morning at 9 o'clock.

|

|  (Coroner Tra ~AD.ovdaat. B 4
1 ...-...g..% none of the friends

{

| ESTIMATES FROM THE MORGUES.
i An estimate of the number of dead at
| the different morgues is: Jordan's, 16;
| Madikon street, 100 inside and 75 more in
| wagons on the outside; Rolston's, 22;
Adams street, 75 inside and 100 in wagons
iin Adams street; Buffon's, 1772 Wabash
Cavenue, 50; County Morgue, 10; Gavin's,
228 North Clark street, 25; Sheldon's, 230
West Madison street, 25

Three wagonloads, each containing
" from eight to twelve bhodies, were tuken to
each of the latter two undertaking rooms,
when accommodation was got to bhe had
downtown. Many of the 1!:1(1 are glso at
the morgues at the Samaritan, St Luke's
and Merey hospitals

—— . r—

PSCAPE O THE CHORUS GIRLS,

| Plloted to a Corl Hole and FIfty of Them
Taken Out by Filremen.

CHICAGO, Dec. 30. In the basement of
the theatre when the fire started, Maggie
Levine was in charge of twelve girls who
were preparing to appear in the scene
entitled “The Hunters.™  When Miss Levine
heard the cries of fire and the sounds of the
L commotion following over her head she
shouted, "Ny girls what can he the
matter?” ¥

A moment later @ panic
of fifty or more chorus girls were struggling
for their lives,  Smoke relled down through
the trap doors in suffoceting clouds and al-
most obliteratoad the dim light from the
imncandescents,  Doxie Marlowse, Dot Down-
ing, Zaza Belasco and Marie Janetie were
knocked down and trzmpled by their sister
chorus girls and the fow men in the chorus,
Doxie Marlowe mueh
hy the smoke that she wis unconscious
the time being and had 1o he carried

Cad,

was  ro aovercomse
lor
out,

Jemes Gallagher, a member of the men's
teol commend of 1o trightened

and hali-suffoci ted girls and  inst et ed
Jthem to take hold of one cnother's hands,
He took the lvad and grasping the foremos
of the girls by the hand lad the way through
the basement from the siage to the front

t the theatre building, where he reached
the coal eellar under the sidewalk in Ran-
dolph strest,

With a stick he forced the coal hole covers
off and this sufficed 1o signal the firemen
that lelp  was  wanted. Ladders  were
lowered and each of the fifty gitls cnd their
male companions were drawn out of the
basement.

i A. Hart, one of the minor employvees,
barely able to tallk as he fell out of
" stage entrance into the street,

ing torn, his bruised, and spitting
Cood from the crushing hLe geceived on
the back stairway.  Assoon as he was able
to talk le said:

“We were in
with a full chorus singing the

light Song,'
{out, a tiny spark of flame communicated
with an inner curtain and the Llaze started.

chornes,

was
the

face

the middle of the second
‘Moon-

act,

The sngers, trained for such an emer-
geney, kept at their work in order to give
" the andience a chance to retire without
! a4 panic.

“An attempt was made to let down the
ashestos curtain. It stuck, one end fail-
ing tn work. Then there was a seramble

stricken crowd |

Ctime, It
 children, and o
| part

Powas a

| face was unrecognizable

» with

his cloth-

. neath

| doctor came in and believed
‘ found signs of life in one of

when an electrical fuse Llew |
" twenty

building and to the extreme west wall of
the structure. They were without windows
except the few on the alley at the north
end. Efforts to secure clothes were aban-
doned on accountof the dense smoke from
the burning scenery, and the crowd made
for the exits on the ground floor.

“Many rushed to the elevator. It, too,
was stuck. Whether any one was in it or
not, 1 did not stop to see. With a dozen
others of the employees, 1 formed a life
line from the stairway to the west stage
entrance, and in that way reached as many
of the chorus women as we could, as they
rushed by screaming and panicstricken.
This did not last long, ax we were driven out
by the smoke and got into the hall at the
bottom of the stairs and the small entry
room al the west stuge entrance.

“I said a few prayers, and you may de-
pend upon it that I thought T would be dead
in a few minutes. The scene was terrible,
I was in the middle of & mass of fighting
men and women, all struggling to reach
that little door. The smoke waxs driving us
from the body of the building to that exir.
How I ever got out 1 don't know. It was a
mix-up and fight for life for all of us, and
the pressure from behind almost erushed
my ribs,

“The last I remember on the inside was
some one yelling, above the din of all other
screams and yells: ‘Go to the north en-
trance.' A greal many behind e turned
from where they were to follow that voice
from within the cloud of smoke. How
many gotout 1 dor't know. But amoment
or two later, nearly fainting, I was tossed
out backward through that little door.”

Father MeDonald of  the Holy Name
(‘athedral, in company with 8. E. Carroll,
came along Dearborn street, when the
shrieks of the chorus girls who tried to get
out of the theatre, reached them. Father
McDonald and Mr. Carroll rushed into
the alley and saw four girls trying to get out
through a coal hole back of the stage of
the theatre. The priest and his friend
rescued the four women, who weia taken
to their homes. Their names are Violet
Young, Dora Selfe, Alice M. Bartlett and
Dodie V. Goodman.

DRIVERS SAILD NO.

LIVERY

strikers Refused to Atd In Driving the

Injured From the Fire,

(‘n1caao, Dec. 30.—According to W. D,
Moore, w0 agreed to send all hir carriages
for relief of fire sufferers, the livery drivers
flatly refused to drive them to the theatre
to help in the work. Frederick W. Job
telephoned to Mr. Moore, proprietor of a
livery stable at 2021 Wabash avenue, asking
that he send his carriages. Mr. Moore as-
sented and later went to the union head-
quarters, told the drivers congregated
there that he had donated his rigs and asked
them to man them. He said they empbati-
cally refused to do go.

WOMAN'S STORY OF THE HORROR.
In All the Heaped-np Dead Not Five Were |
e Wi,

('HicAG0, Dec. 30.—Katherine Kenney
Brookes, a well known woman newspaper
writer, tells this story of the fire:

“A pile of children and men and wowen
four feet deep and fifteen or twenty feel
square, a mass of crispad humanity; arms
and legs and headless trunks-—that was
the first thing I saw, and over all the sick-
ening smell of burned human flesh. What
appealed to me most were the children,
little boys and girls ~boys in knee breeches
and girls in short skirts and with braids
down their backs - little ones who a few mo-
ments before had been listening to the fas-
cinating story of ‘Bluebeurd.’

“The pity of it all was that they were
warned. Burton Holmes says that after
the fire was discovered on the stage it was
announced to the audience, and they were
begged to go out quietly and without
confusion. If they had gone out when the
announcement  was  made, hundreds  of
them would have hean alive to-day.

“But they thought it was a joke, part of
the play, and laughed and sat in their seats
placidly and waited for death. Two hours
later I saw them lying in a pile horrible to
the sight and smell in Thompson's restau-
rant. [ saw more thana hundred, perhaps
a hundred and fifty, In another &tore,
across the street, twenty-five lay dead. In
Vaughan's seed store were forty more, and
stores near by no one knew how

in other
many.

“The fire happened at a most disastrous
holiday week for the
to ‘Blucheard' was
of the Christmas treat, The theatre
was filled with children and women,
worst kind of a crowd in case of a panic,
In the hundred or more dead bodies 1 saw,
there wore nct more than four or five men

“Thomps<on's restaurant looked  like a
hattlefield.  Near the door and t) the left
nias=x ol charred bumanity thrown
inty a pile. A a body was bronght in,
the doctars would work over it a few mo-
ment - and then, when it was discoverod
that 1ife had really left the body, it would
be flung aside 1) make room for the pest
There no titwe for The
with arms and legs interwoven
the
nard (o extdcat s them Qo the pile
they began  the Carrving
to the morgue.
the top of the mountain of what lud
luy a little girl
golden haiv was

back, but the
and  the upper
part of her clothing was burned away.
Her arms were thrown over her head, as if
she had been trying to fight off death.

“Underncath the little girl was a man
his head burned to a crisp. One
man's head wes burnad completely of 1o
the shoulders.  Livery face was distorted
In mort casos the skin was burned away.

“Bodies were woverywhere lying
chairs where they had been thrown, under-
tables, three or four deap on the
tables, sitting up on chuirs

“At one table there was a sudden stig A

that he had
the bodies,
of a woman. A crowd of fifteen o
doctors gathered at once, They
administered oxygen, gave hypodermic in-
jections of whiskey and brandy and finally
of boiling hot coffee.

“They tried every mmethod known to medi-
el seience to bring back life to the woman
bit all to no purpese. After nearly an
hour's work they gn\e \.p.aml the b(xl\

the
visit

was

ane, wWas arder
dead lay
until,
work
when
them
“
onece been human beings
about 8 years of age. Her
in a long braid down her
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was unceremoniously thrown intoa blanket
and carried to the morgue,

“Back in therestaurant, near the Litchen,
was a woman who had been resuscitated,
She was the only one who was brought back
to lite. Her face was burned so badly
as to be unrecognizable.

“The placefwar crowded with anxious
oneg seeking to find their dead, ‘They would
go up to one of the bodies, hesitate a moment
before lifting the blanket that covered the
face, and then turn away in despair  Over
all came the voices of policemen corying
“(lear the aisles there!™ as they carried the
bodies to the express wagons, for the un-
dertakers could not furnish enough hesrses
and express wagons were pressed into sers
vice to carry the bodies to the morgue.”

BON

oFr |\

ESCAPE PARTY .,

Mrs. Keyes Had a Lat of School Girls With
Her--All Got Out,

CHICAGO, Dec, 30.- One of (he most
miraculous escapes was that of the "box
purty given by Mrs. Rollin A Keyes of
Evanston to several students from the
Mrs. Somer School of Washington, D. G
In the party were Mr=, Keyes, her daughters,
Mrs. Harry B. Pearson and Miss Katherine
Keyos, Miss Elsie Flmore of Astoria, Ore;
Miss Grace Hill, daughter of Charles F
Hill, Greenwood avenue; Miss Marie Peters
of Columbus, Ohio; Miss Cornelia Armsby,
daughter of Mrs. J. K. Armsby of Kvanston;
Klizabeth and Josephine Eddy, daughters
of Morris R. Fddy, and Miss Charlotte
Plamondon, vyoungest daughter of Mr
and Mrs. Charles A. Plamondon, the well
known manufacturer, who resides with
his family at the Chicago Beach Hotel,

The party was given hy Mrs. Keyes for
her daughter, Katherine, and was pro:ceded
by a luncheon at the Auditorium Annex.
They were late in reaching the theatre,
and were assigned to the two front boxes
on the south side of the theatre. Miss
(‘harlotte Plamondon, who waited until
the fire had caught in the curtains over
the front box in which she sat hefore ate
tempting to get out, was seen shortly after
she arrived at the Chicago Beach Hotel
this evening.

“I can't tell vou how I escaped. 1 only
know that when the flames began to crackle
over my head and dart down from ‘thé
curtains of our box I leaped over the railing
of the box and fell in the arms of komé
man. I think he was eounected with the
theatre, for he immediately set me dowmn
in a seat and told me to bhe quist for a
moment,

“Then I think I lost all reazon. 1 have 8
vague recollection of having been pushed
up the side aisle that runs along by
the boxes. It was as quiet as death for a
moment. The great audience rose like a
ringle person, but no sound escaped. it.
Thoke in front were wedged in the doot-
ways. Then a scream of terror went wp
that I shall never forget. It rings in my
ears now. Women_screamed and children
criedl! Men were shouting and rushing for
the entrances, leaping over the prostrate
forms of children and women, and carry-
xng others down with them.

. sensibie -of-the y

wa ng carried along in the mass of
frantic humanity that surged toward the
main entrance. I did not feel any pain or
suffocation. My mind seemed to be a
blank as I think of it now, excepting for
this screaming of the women and the cry-
ing of the children. It pierced right through
you.

“Back of me, 1 remember, there was a
sheet of lame that seemed to be gathering
in volume and reaching out for us. Then
I forgot again and not until the crowd
surged toward the wall and eaught me
between it and the marble pillar did I realize
what I was doing and just what position
the danger wax. The pain revived me
1 know 1 was almost crushed to death,
but it did not hurt. Nothing could hurt
with the screaming, the agonized cries of
tlw women and children ringing in your

".\vul then somehow 1 found myself out
on the street and the dead and dying wera
around me. When I realized that I wams
out of the place and safe from the fire and
crush all my Atrength seemed to leave me.
My knees trembled and for the life of
I could not have taken a step. Tho cold
air braced me after a moment and I went
around to the drug store where the dead
were being brought in and the poor actresses
and chorus girls were coming in with little
on them.

“1 remembered that 1 helped to dress
some of the chorus girls and expressed
pity for them, but what else 1 did 1 don't

| know.

“Miss Elmore and nyself munagoﬂ )
keep together and found each other soon
after we got ont on the street. When Miss

. Hills was pushed out of the entrance she

y ran as fast
the |

i fire st

as she could to the Marshall
Field store. | never jelt as T did when the
started and it dawned upon us
that the theat ro seemed like
acream at firss

“Tha

blew back and T ibink it bt

was on fire. It

near our hox
a lizht or some-

border curtain rigint

thing and when o0 el bheek into place T
SHwW it owas o fire Itowes just at {hat
titme that T iolt like one in oo drean, 1t wps

diring the woonlight scene and it seemed

all like fairviand to e, even the flames
on the et v The neon had just Anished
sigging theie part and che girks came dowm

et Laea

“The chors girls Lopt right on .mg\‘n‘
for a couple of minntes 0t seemed, ‘Then
ane ol e men coshed ont anteo the
stage aud shouatod: Neep voar seatg!

The chorvs Lept v p oand scen 1 suw
the tnen geabbing the girl's HOSHs I supe
pose that was 10 Beep the sinche and flame
from stifling them U'hie wtage men hee

Vhaved lie herars Prosont v T raw a couple
of the givls fatl down and 1 knew that they

, when

Wore overoomes ot then Bddie Poe ran
made up and ceried;

poople, Keop yanr seats!’

Out oan the
My Gaod,

“Whon Foy -
and when the
dow n, I Tl

stage ourty
I regnined iny armzen
curtain did not come
diuation was eritical,

id

that the

The Aaines had tekon bold of the front row
ol seats behind the orchestra and were
creeping  up the curtains over our box,

Muaped 1oy feet and leaped over
the ratling. | snppose 1 would have been
hurt at any ofher time, but I fell on other
people and 2 man pui his arms around
me and put e down in a seat.”

Misa Plamondon’s two gisters were sitting
only threa seats distant from the boxes in
which there were other members of the
Keyes party. In this party were Augustus
Fddy, brother of the Eddy girls in the box,
and Carroll Shaffer, son of J. C. Shaffer.

Mr. Eddy, Mise Plamondon savs, marle a
heroic affcrt to reach the box in swhi b
sisters sat, bt

Wis
vas eprr'ed gl s o
nob, wiich beddrod Vs " } ' \
off his toyg

Lo o - :
over, after a hard struggle, ind - asan. ng
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